Frequently Asked Questions about the New Georgia Grade 3 Writing Assessment

Collecting Student Writing Samples – Teacher/Peer Assistance

If a writing lesson involves group generated jot lists and peer editing, can these writing samples be used for the assessment?
The writing samples selected for the Grade 3 Writing Assessments should represent what the student can do independently. If the group generated lists or peer editing would overestimate what the student can produce independently, then those samples should not be used as assessment samples. Teachers are responsible for choosing samples they believe are representative of students’ work in order to provide accurate diagnostic information to the grade four teachers.  

Cursive Writing

Are students required to write in cursive?

No. Students taking the Georgia writing assessment at all grade levels (3, 5, 8, and 11) may either print or write in cursive. 

Formulaic Writing

Is instruction in formulaic writing sufficient preparation for the Georgia Writing Assessments?

In general, no. It is important for writers to understand that they need to organize their ideas, and formulas can be effective instructional scaffolding for beginning writers and struggling writers, but the formula should only be the starting point not the goal for all writing students. The repetition in many formula writing programs can severely limit a writer’s scores in Ideas, Organization, Style, and Conventions. Student writers need to know that there are many ways to effectively introduce, develop, and conclude an essay regardless of the assigned genre or topic. They need to be taught that repeating ideas is not the equivalent of developing ideas, repeating ideas does not demonstrate more than a minimal understanding of the need for an overall plan, repeating ideas does not demonstrate control of language to engage the reader, and repeating ideas does not demonstrate more than minimal control of the sentence formation, usage, and mechanics (conventions). 

Length
How long does a paper have to be to receive a score of “Exceeds the Standard?”

There is no length requirement for achieving the performance level. In Ideas, teachers should look at both the depth of development and the fluency (amount) of development. However, a paper that consists of only a few sentences rarely demonstrates enough variety and/or complexity to meet the standard in Ideas, Organization, Style, or Conventions. Filling multiple pages does not guarantee a higher score. A two-page paper without a focus and relevant supporting ideas could still receive a “Does Not Meet” performance level. 

Student Reports

What information will be contained in student reports for the writing assessments in grades 3?

The Individual Student Report will indicate student performance in four genres of writing: persuasive, informational, narrative, and response to literature. For each genre, a writing sample will be evaluated in four domains or aspects of writing: ideas, organization, style, and conventions. The student will receive a performance level of “Does Not Meet,” “Meets,” or “Exceeds” in each domain for each of the four writing samples. The report is intended to provide diagnostic information to teachers and parents. There will no longer be an overall portfolio score or an overall score for each of the four writing samples. 

PLEASE SEND ANY ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE TO THE GaDOE TESTING DIVISION.
